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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area dropped for the fourth straight month in 
April. Resident employment increased by 280 to 24,520, as a result of seasonal employment increases in 
contract construction and eating and drinking places. Total joblessness in the area declined from 1,220 
in March to 1,030 in April. The resulting April unemployment rate o.f 4.0 percent was down from last 
month's rate of 4.8 percent and the rate of 5.0 percent in April 1984. The local unemployment rate of 
4.0 percent was the lowest April rate ever recorded in this area .. The local rate was the third lowest 
area unemployment rate in the state behind Kittery-York and Portland. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Despite seasonal employment gains, layoffs in the electric and electronic machinery industry boosted 
unemployment levels in the Biddeford Labor Market Area in April. The number unemployed rose fr001 1,370 
in March to 1,460 in April. Meanwhile, seasonal employment gains in contract construction, services, 
and eating and drinking places helped resident employment rise from 22,580 in March to 23,040 in April. 
The local unemployment rate rose from 5.7 percent to 6.0 percent. April unemployment rates for the 
state and nation, though still higher than the local rate, moved down to 6.5 percent and 7.1 percent, 
respectively. A year ago at this time, similar econanic conditions existed in the local area as 1,360 
persons were unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood at 5.9 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area improved for the third 
consecutive month in April. Resident employment increased by 600 to 39,800 in April, while unemployment 
fell by 300 to 3,200. The resulting local unemployment rate dropped from 8.2 percent in March to 7.4 
percent in April. Between March and April, Maine's unemployment rate declined from 6.9 percent to 6.5 
percent, while the national rate fell from 7.5 percent to 7.1 percent. The improved local employment 
situation was due to job gains of 100 jobs each in printing and publishing, rubber and miscellaneous 
plastics products, shoes, contract construction, motor freight transportation, and retail trade. 
Despite recent improvements in the labor market, the local unemployment rate has remained above the 
statewide rate for the past 12 months and above the national rate for the last five months. Last year 
39,500 local residents were employed and 2,800 were unemployed, resulting in an April 1984 unemployment 
rate of 6.6 percent. 
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PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Following seasonal trends, economic conditions in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area evidenced 
improvement from March to April. After rising last month, the area unemployment rate dropped from 3.8 
percent in March to 3.5 percent in April. Resident employment increased from 102,300 in March to 
103,300 in April, while the number unemployed fell to 3,700. A year ago 4,100 persons were unemployed, 
and the unemployment rate stood at 4.1 percent. State and national unemployment rates also fell this 
April, dropping to 6.5 percent and 7.1 percent, respectively. The improvement in local economic 
conditions in April was spearheaded primarily by gains in the nonmanufacturing sector. Seasonal 
increases were evidenced in contract construction, eating and drinking places, hotels and other lodging 
places, and amusement and recreational services. Manufacturing employment increased slightly led by 
gains in transportation equipment. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area increased fr001 9.0 percent in March to 10.0 
percent in April. Meanwhile, the state's unemployment rate fell from 6.9 percent to 6.5 percent, while 
the national rate dropped from 7.5 percent to 7.1 percent. Between March and April local resident 
employment declined from 9,150 to 9,000. Unemployment rose from 910 to 1,000 as mud season slowed 
logging activity and seasonal layoffs occurred at ski areas. Last year 9,010 local residents were 
employed and 820 were unemployed. This resulted in an April 1984 unemployment rate of 8.3 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
During April the number unemployed dropped to its lowest level in 1985 in the Waterville Labor Market 
Area. Resident employment rose slightly to 21,260 from 21,000 in March, while the number unemployed 
fell to 1,390 from a March level of 1,530. The resultant unemployment rate of 6.1 percent was below the 
6.8 percent recorded in March. For the fourth consecutive month, the local rate was below both the 
state and national unemployment rates of 6.5 percent and 7.1 percent, respectively. However, a year ago 
the local unemployment rate was 5.9 percent, 0.2 percentage points below the current rate. Currently, 
small employment gains in textile mill products were not enough to offset losses in food and kindred 
products and lumber and wood products. Most employment gains in the nonmanufacturing sector occurred in 
trade industries. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES .11 
LABOR FORCE 2/ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT 
AREAS 
Apr. 85 Mar. 85 Apr. 84 Apr. 85 Mar. 85 Apr. 84 Apr. 85 Mar. 85 
MAINE-Statewide ............... 555.2 547.6 !>Jts .3 519.2 !>U~.9 !>Ui::'..l 36.0 37.7 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA ... . . . .... ....... . 48,600 47,600 45,900 46,100 45,000 43,400 2,500 2,600 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA .... . ... .. 43 ,000 42,700 42,3.00 39 ,800 39 , 200 39 ,500 3,200 3,500 
Portland MSA . ........ . ....... 107,000 106,300 100,700 103,300 102,300 96,600 3,700 4,000 
Portsmouth-Dover-
Rochester MSA 3/ . . ... . . . . . . 104,340 101,260 n/a 98,700 96,000 n/a 5,640 5,260 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ........ . . . .. . .. ...... 31 ,460 31,490 31,210 29, 710 29 ,310 29,250 1,750 2,180 
Bath-Brunswick ... . .. .. ... ... . 25,550 25,460 26 ,230 24,520 24 , 240 24,930 1,030 1,220 
Belfast . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. 11,130 11,010 10,850 9 ,750 9,400 9,560 1,380 1,610 
Biddeford ..................... 24,500 23,950 23,050 23 ,040 22,580 21,690 1,460 1,370 
Boothbay Harbor·Wlscasset .... . 8,350 7,830 8,610 7,830 7,190 7,960 520 640 
Calais-Eastport. . .. . . 15,410 15,000 15,260 13,740 13,510 13,510 1,670 1,490 
Caribou-Presque Isle . . . ... ... . . 21,730 21,760 21,380 19,700 19,400 18,880 2,030 2, 360 
Central Penobscot ........ . .... 4,280 4,240 3,930 3,970 3,950 3,680 310 290 
Dover·Foxcroft . .. .. .......... 6,800 6,740 6, 710 6,290 6,300 6,190 510 440 
Ellsworth . . ... ...... . .... . . ... 21,590 21,010 20,980 19, 950 19,200 19 ,280 1,640 1,810 
Farmington . . . . . . . . .......... 12,980 12, 910 13,640 11,620 11, 740 12,520 1,360 1,170 
Fort Kent·Allagash . . ..... . ..... 5,690 5,680 5,160 4,800 4,990 4,360 890 690 
Greenville ... .. . .... . ' ... . 1,400 1,580 1,330 1,180 1,430 1,220 220 150 
Houlton . .. . .. .... .. . .. . .... .. 5,560 5,270 5,230 5,000 4,810 4,760 560 460 
Klttery·York 3/ . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . 23,790 2 2 ,680 22,150 23,330 22,030 21,620 460 650 
Lincoln-Howland .... . . ..... .. . 6,380 6,210 5,950 5,830 5,770 5,540 550 440 
Livermore Falls ....... . ........ 3,470 3,450 3,550 3,030 3,020 3,170 440 430 
MadawSBka-Van Buren .. . . ..... 4,380 4,220 4,380 3,940 3,750 3,880 440 470 
Miiiinocket-East Mllllnocket ..... 5,650 5,500 5,420 5,370 5,230 5,150 280 270 
Norway-Paris .................. 9,140 9,040 8,980 8,390 8,210 8,070 750 830 
Patten·lsland Falls .. ... .. . ... .. 2,590 2,530 2 ,430 2,290 2,350 2,170 300 180 
Rockland ... . ................. 18 ,630 18,530 18,570 17 ,540 17 ,210 17 ,220 1,090 1,320 
Rumford ..... .. ... . .. . ... ..... 10,000 10 ,060 9,830 9,000 9,150 9,010 1,000 910 
Sanford .............. .. . ..... 13,5 70 13,490 12, 920 12,520 12,390 12, 110 1,050 1,100 
Sebago Lakes Region .......... 9,450 8,990 9,110 8,970 8,460 8,640 480 530 
Skowhegan ................... 21,8 70 21,370 21,620 19 ,650 19 ,300 19,550 2,220 2,070 
Southwest Penobscot ... . .. . .. . 8,770 8,660 8,640 7,820 7,630 7,690 950 1,030 
Watervllle . ... ... . ............ . 22,650 22,530 22,270 21,260 21,000 20,950 1,390 1,530 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut .. . . .•............ n/a 1,679 .9 1,629.1 n/a 1,599.5 1,559.2 n/a 80.4 
Massachusetts ........ .. ... ... 3,047 .0 3,037 .o 3,036.2 2,934.0 2,895.0 2,883.0 113.0 142.0 
New Hampshire ................ 525.9 520.7 506.8 497.6 493.8 484.2 28.2 26.9 
Rhode Island .................. 491.2 490.1 479.6 464.8 461.8 447.9 26.4 28.3 
Vermont .. .. ... ...... .... . .. .. 271.4 272 . 5 264.3 255.9 257.3 244.7 15.5 15.2 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .... ...... n/a 6,000.2 5,916 . 1 n/a 5,707.4 5,619.0 n/a 292.8 
UNITED STATES 4/ ..... . . . .... . . . 114 ,325 114,394 112 ,152 106,175 105 ,768 103 ,628 8,150 8.625 
MSA Melropolltan Slallstlcel Area 
Nole: n/a Indicates that the Information was not avallable al the time of printing. Employment and unem·p1oyment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
Footnotu 
JI Labor lorce, employment, and unemployment data lor all areas not seasonally adjusted. Est1ma1os made Independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and 
extrapolaled from lhe Current Population Survey estimates for the stale. All data adjusted lo place of residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2J Current and IHI month llgur1111 preliminary; year ago figures revised . 
.JI Klltery·'lbrll la the eight-town Maine portion ol the Ptlrtsmouth-Oover,Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire. 
JI National estlmales based on a sample of household visits; state estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported. 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Apr. 84 Apr. 85 Mar. 85 Apr. 84 
Jo.2 o. !) 6.9 6.7 
2,500 ~ 5.1 5.5 5.4 
2,800 7.4 8.2 6.6 
4,100 3.5 3.8 4.1 
n/a 5.4 5.2 n/a 
1,960 5.6 6.9 6.3 
1,300 4.0 4.8 5.0 
1,290 12.4 14.6 11.9 
1,360 6.0 5.7 5.9 
650 6.2 8.2 7.5 
1, 750 10.8 9.9 11.5 
2,500 9.3 10.8 11. 7 
250 7.2 6.8 6.4 
520 7.5 6.5 7.7 
1,700 7.6 8.6 8.1 
1,120 10.5 9.1 8.2 
800 15.6 12.1 15.5 
110 15.7 9.5 8.3 
470 10.1 8.7 9.0 
530 1.9 2.9 2.4 
410 8.6 7.1 6.9 
380 12.7 12.5 10. 7 
500 10.0 11.1 11.4 
270 5.0 4.9 5.0 
910 8.2 9.2 10.1 
260 11.6 7.1 10.7 
1,350 5.9 7.1 7.3 
820 10.0 9.0 8.3 
810 7.7 8.2 6.3 
470 5.1 5.9 5.2 
2,070 10.2 9.7 9.6 
950 10.8 11.9 11.0 
1,320 6.1 6.8 5.9 
69.8 n/a 4.8 4.3 
153.2 3.7 4.7 5.0 
22.7 5.4 5.2 4.5 
31.8 5.4 5.8 6.6 
19.6 5.7 5.6 7.4 
297.1 n/a 4.9 5.0 
8.525 7.1 7.5 7.6 
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SERIES: ES-04-85 APRIL 1985 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAgJ\RY \ r~V:: (\\\'IV 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA l. \ p 
Improved employment in a number of area industries helped boost resident employment in April. Resident employment 
rose to 29,710 from 29,310 in March, while the number unemployed dropped from 2, 180 to 1,750. The resultant 
unemployment rate of 5.6 percent was well below the 6.9 percent recorded in March and was the lowest rate for this 
area so far this year. Over the same period both the state and national unemployment rates also declined. The 
state's rate fel 1 from 6.9 percent in March to 6.5 percent in April, while the national rate declined fr001 7 .5 
percent to 7.1 percent. Locally, employment losses in textile mill products and apparel were offset by employment 
gains in paper and allied products, leather and leather products, and the metals and machinery group. The 
nonmanufacturi ng sector al so evidenced some overall employment gains. Most of these gains occurred in contract 
construction and trade. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Between March and April the unemployment rate in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area declined from 5.5 percent 
to 5.1 percent. Economic conditions improved as resident employment climbed from 45,000 in March to 46,100 in 
April, while the number of unemployed fell slightly fran 2,600 to 2,500. A year ago 2,500 residents were 
unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood at 5.4 percent. Corresponding state and national rates for this April 
were 6.5 percent and 7.1 percent, respectively. Locally, employment in manufacturing edged upward in April by 
approximately 100 jobs, with small gains occurring in textile mill products, paper and allied products, petroleum 
refining and related industries, and leather and leather products. All major industry groups contributed to 
employment growth in the nonmanufacturing sector. Most notable gains were evidenced in contract construction, 
wholesale and retail trade, and government. a~ 
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